The Papers of 

Jacob "Jake" English 

of Dimmit County, Texas 

Outlining early events in the history of Dimmit County and some early pioneers 




These images are hosted on the Dimmit County Genealogy webpage located at: 

http://historicdistrict.com/Genealogy/Dimmit/JakeEnglish/jake_english_papers.asp 

In 2013 I was having trouble accessing these images, and there was no transcription available. Once 
they finally loaded, I then proceeded to make a rough transcription of the documents, leaving the text 
mostly in his own spelling, but including some punctuation to make sense of the continuous stream 
of thought. There will likely be some errors in my own transcription, but I hope at least this text will 
be picked up by search engines, then the subject matter may become more accessible to those search- 
ing for their relatives or events related to Dimmit County. 

I take no credit for the documents, scanning or content. 

The original webpage included the following notes: 

Jacob "Jake" English, born 18 Jan 1860 in Texas; died 01 Jun 1935. He was the son of Levi English and 

Matilda Jane Burleson. This page includes some of Jake's papers. His papers give an interesting view 

of early Dimmit County residents. You should consider them as the memory of one individual, not as 

researched historical fact. 

Thanks to Anne Sitterud for giving permission to publish the papers and Bert Bell for scanning the 

documents and the photo. 



A Rough Transcription of 

The Papers of 

Jacob "Jake" English 

of Dimmit County, Texas 

(1) Levi English was born in Little RockArkansas. In Aug 26 1817. He died in Carrizo Springs 
May 14 1894. Matilda Burleson English his wife was born in Grimes County Texas Feb 19 
1824. Died June 20 1901 .They were married in Grimes County Texas in 1838. To there union 
where born eleven children. Fore olds where born on the head right off. Aron Burleson of 
twelve thousand six hundred akers of land in Grimes County Texas donated by Austin Colins to 
early settlers ofTexas in 1822(?).This was known as Burleson Plantation, raised cotton, corn, 
and other produse. He was a slave holder and owned 40 or fifty niggers. He gave each ever 
child a nigger slave when they married. My mother Matilda B Englaish was given Bob Lem- 
mouris. mother Levi English moved to Calwell Co 

(2)in year 1 847 and Bob Lemmuris was born Nov 20 1 848. John known as Bud English was 
born in Grimes County Texas in 1 841 was killed by Indians in Frio County July 4 1 865 . Lu- 
cinda English Hay was born in Grimes County in 1842. Marelda English Tumlinson was born 
in Grimes County in 1845. Johnathan English was born in Grimes county in 1847. Elizabeth 
English Bell was born in Calwell County in 1 848 died Jan 27 1 927 in Eagle Pass. Rube Bell her 
husband was born in Mississippi in year 1846. Died March 17 1912. In Carrizo Springs. This 
was birst couple to get married out Carrizo Springs in 1869. There olds Dayter Martha Alice 
Bell was born in Carizzo Springs May 311 870 and was first girl child born in Carrizo Springs. 
She mared John D McFarland Oct 5 1886. 

(3) John D McFarland was born in Dwitt County May 26 1856. He come to Carizzo in 1878. 
He went up trail from Cattarina Ranch for JohnT Little Charley Eli's farm and in year 1885 
him and West Vivion where boys together. WestVivion was born Goliad County Oct 9 1 858. 
Came to Pendencia Ranch 1875. He is the olds Vivion living and only child of Lloyd Vivion 
living. I known West Vivion since 1875. He was a pioneer cow man. Had no enimies and still 
living in Zavala County. John D McFarland and wife are still living 1 3 miles north west of Eagle 
Pass or by way no 85 . In Grana Valley they on a ten aker farm. John is 79 and his wife Alice is 
65 . I want to give credit to aunt Jane Vivion the wife of John Vivion who is 

(4) olds pioneer ofTexas today living, born Sep 17 1836. She came to Pendencia Ranch 1867. 
She now lives in Carrizo Springs. If she lives to see the next year she be a hundred years old. 
She from olds pioneers of Goliad County and raied six children that I knew. Three boys and 
three girls. Sallie the olds mared King Fisher. Maggie mared Riley Whare and Kitty mared John 
Southall. The boy where dogry Bill Lloyd and West. Aunt Jane vivion has heard the war crt of 



Comanche Indian and lonesome howl of Lobo wolf and screcking whip pour will and laadies 
and gentlemen she should be honared as olds pioneer ofTexas today. 

(5) She was a good wife a loving mother and has children grand children and great grand chil- 
dren and great great grand children by selure. And may God bless Aunt Jane as he God always 
take care of his owne. Levi English second son was killed by John Gates accidently Feb 23 
1870. He was born May 14 1847. his wife Martha English was born Feb 27 1859 and died Dec 
25 1904. His olds and only child was born Aug 26 1868 his name J.W. English. The wife of J. 
W English was Dasie Olive Vivion born in Goliad County May 6th 1880. They where married 
in Carrizo Springs Aug 2 1 899. Both are silll living and live in Eagle Pass. Jim Pertel as he is 
known is a real cow man and class of first class. 

(6) Ed English is third son of Levi English has showed the grit of his father. In 1 868 he fought 
Indians in Carrizo Springs a 14 year old boy killed tow indians and three horses. He had his 
brother Joel with him and they beat them to Ranch. Ed was shot three times a fleash wound in 
hip hine tree of saddle shot way and his horse was shot in hip and he was shot in back with steel 
spike arrow. My father and fate Vivion nurterst him and my father doctored him. This place 
pull off close to where Richard Cragg lives today. No one lived in Carrizo Springs only Levi 
English and family at this time. 

(7) Ed English had his last fight with Indians in 1 878 a bout a mile west where Asherton stand 
today. He had a sheep hearder killed in Carrizo Springs 1873 and horse hearder killed 1874. 
Dave Adams was killed on Pen a creek 1872. Also mexican I seen them killing Dave Adams, Ed 
English dug his grave and Levi English made coffin. I also seen them kill sheep hearder. Levi 
English three youngest sons have all been chased by Indians. P B English and W V Bell run from 
ever black stump, they sow when Indians was raiding country and see they where both right. 
As for my self when Indians where clost a round my place was under bed. I stayed three days 
under 

(8) bed on several occations. My mother would give me a water gourd full of water and pan 
full of baked sweet potatoes and rest time I slep but wood dream of Indians and jump and 
bump my head a gainst bed railing. I was scard for 30 years a round Carrizo Springs and would 
run ever time I heard a noise, Indians or no Indians. My mother always said a good run is bet- 
ter than a bad stand. I remember one time I out a round pen and a fighting calf got after me. 
He took me a couple times a round pen and I was in bad and hollering and my father says speak 
and scare calf. So I girked my old hut off and boud to calf and since good onorimging my calf 
he butted me down run over me three fore 

(9) times, skin my face and hands so that was last fighting calf I spoke to up dayte. As Sid Lan- 
ford used to say "I larn something Ladied Gentle men." I was born in Frio County July the 10, 

1 860, the only child of Levi English living out eleven. I am her because it God will that I should 
be her. I am proud to be her in Old Dimmit County where I spent seventy years in out of Car- 



rizo Springs. My old home where I had to play a lone in my boy hood days my father built first 
house in Carrizo Springs 1861. He moved his family her in 1 865 . He raied first crop with an 
ox team and wooden plow. He doctored first shot man, he bured the first dead man, he killed 
buffalow deer antelope bear 

(10) and caught mustang horses. He drove the first heard to Monchovo and old Mexico in 
1869. He killed wild turkey caught fish and cut bee trees. He first discovered Carrizo Springs 
in year 1838 on expedition to Rio Grande river with solgers as guide. He speak indian lan- 
guage. He noed their habits and ways and Indian was Indian and you could make anything out 
of him only and Indian. Indians would raid killed and steal ever thing in site. One banch go 
down Neces River and nother would go down Frio River and third down Rio Grande. They 
built signal smokers ever day so one bunch new where bouts of the others. They went from 75 
to 100 in a bunch. 

(11) Levi English organized Dimmit County 1 880 with follering officers and laid out town 
site Carrizo Springs on his on land. A. W. Hazzebrigg County Judge. S.N. Hardy County Dist. 
Clerk. R.G Mason County assesor. J.C. Carr County treasure. JoeTumlinson Sherrif and tax 
collector. John A Barnes County surveyor. County Commissioners J.R. Burlinson No 1 , Grey 
White No 2, Joe McMahan 3, MJ Marlow No 4. FVandervoort county Attorney. Levi English 
was the father of Demmit County in ever respect. He was a pioneer Indian fighter and a leader 
and always the last man to leave a battle field. Uncle Levi as he was known was honard loved 
and respected from Colorado River to Rio Grande. He had no enimies and may his soul rest 
with God. 

(12) JoeTumlinson was the first Sherrif of Dimmit County. He was known as little Joe. He 
searved 20 or 25 years. He was a real offercer. Never was beat and if he was her you could not 
beat him today. He was the fried of such men Billy Votam, Asher Richardson, Sam Kellog, F 
Vandervoort, John Hall, Tom Hall, Babe Williams, BVesper, John O'Meara, Grey White, Fate 
Vivion, Jim and West, Dick, Bill, and John Vivon, Dr. Downey, Sam Frasher, D.E. Harges. these 
men always went teeth and toenail for JoeTumlinson for Sherrif. He made good. He killed six 
men, three in Carrizo Springs and three on Pena Creek. He stude trial for the 6 men in Eagle 
Pass and came clear. He was a real politician a big mason a polished gentleman. 

(13) Always went clean and neat and always got his man dead or alive. In 1 863 he killed tow 
niggers attascocio for whistling Yanky Doodle. He was all ways liked and know one had any 
more friends than JoeTumlinson. BenTumlinson his son was born in Carrizo Springs in 1868 
and first child bor be borned in Dimmit county. Joe Tumlinson wife was second daughter of 
Levi English the founder of Carrizo Springs. In 1 880 and first settler of Dimmit County in 
1861. the first pair shoes I ever had was hun on cow pen gate by indians a pair beaded mock- 
skins. I had no breeches till I was 1 2 years old I wore blue cotton shirt and went in my shirt 
tail. 
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